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FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF IN TIMES OF MIGRATION
CALL FOR PAPERS

Wars, economic crisis, climate change are just some of the factors underlying the massmigratory movements that characterize contemporary society. The negative effects of globalization
have led to a general impoverishment of some areas of the world, and the apparent enrichment of
the so-called Global North - which is none other than the canonical, capital-exporting West.
Migratory movements have brought, among their most significant consequences, the emergence
of minority communities in host states - communities characterized by common languages,
cultures, ethnicity, and religion. Freedom of religion or belief, as conceived in global and regional
instruments of international law, is therefore exposed to new challenges, brought forward by
nationalism, protectionism, distrust, and the overarching presence of the original culture and
religion of the host state. In this conference, we aim at assessing the role of freedom of religion or
belief in facilitating or hindering migration. Contributions shall cover aspects such as (but not
limited to):
- The relationship between the freedom of religion or belief and religion-related persecution
under the 1951 Refugee Convention;
- Freedom of religion or belief in asylum reception centres;
- Missionary work and conversion efforts targeting migrants;
- The role of religion in refugee status determination procedures;
- The role of majority churches in welfare services and legal counselling for migrants;
- Freedom of religion or belief and the non-refoulement principle;
- Residence and employment of foreigners and freedom of religion or belief;
The conference will bring together scholars working in international law, law and religion,
international relations, history, philosophy, and related disciplines. We are seeking empirically- as
well as theoretically-oriented paper proposals that address one or more of the above questions.
Different disciplinary approaches are welcome, as long as the focus remains on the main topic of
the conference.
Please submit your abstract of no more than 500 words, accompanied by a short CV, by 30
May 2022 to orfectconference@gmail.com. We aim at communicating the results of the selection
process in early June. We will cover accommodation for all speakers, although we are unlikely to
be able to contribute to travel expenses.
The conference is organized by ORFECT. The members of the selection committee are Vincenzo Pacillo
(Università di Modena and Reggio Emilia), Piotr Stanisz (Katolicki Uniwersytet Lubelski Jana Pawła II),
Wojciech Brzozowski (University of Warsaw), Gabriele Fattori (Università di Foggia), Pasquale Annicchino
(Università di Foggia), Helge Årsheim (Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences), and Paolo Vargiu
(University of Leicester).

